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Health (Tobacco, Nicotine etc. and Care) (Scotland) Bill 
 

Submission from NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
 
Comments collated by Public Health to contribute to the NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
response 
 
Consultation 
 
1. Did you take part in any consultation exercise preceding the Bill and, if so, 

did you comment on the financial assumptions made?  

 
Yes, however no comments on financial assumptions were made as part of our 
response. 
 
2. If applicable, do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions 
have been accurately reflected in the FM?  
 
Not applicable. 
 
3. Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise?  

Yes. 
 
Costs 
 
4. If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you 
believe that they have been accurately reflected in the FM? If not, please 
provide details.  
 
A considerable amount of funding has been spent on bespoke NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
smoke free grounds signage and other promotional materials. Although national 
signage may be provided, this may challenge our current branded signage, which we 
have worked hard to establish. Dependant on what generic signage is provided, we 
may additionally need to adjust our bespoke signage and there would be 
considerable costs associated with this. 
 
 
5. Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM are 
reasonable and accurate?  
 
Not sure if the amount for the media campaign in relation to smoking on NHS 
grounds is sufficient. Such a campaign would require being high profile and fitting 
with the “green curtain” campaign which was previously aired in early 2015 re smoke 
free NHS grounds.  
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6. If applicable, are you content that your organisation can meet any financial 
costs that it might incur as a result of the Bill? If not, how do you think these 
costs should be met?  
 
No, any additional costs would require to be met from central funding. Currently ring 
fenced funding for Tobacco Control is fully allocated to delivering on our local 
Tobacco Control Strategy and funds our Smoking Cessation and Prevention team 
and the work that they do. 
 
7. Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated with 
the Bill’s estimated costs and with the timescales over which they would be 
expected to arise?  
 
Yes – with such a bill there is a high level of uncertainty in relation to costs. 
 
Wider Issues 
 
8. Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures any costs associated with 
the Bill? If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom?  
 
These are reasonably captured. 
 
9. Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 

example through subordinate legislation?  If so, is it possible to quantify these 

costs?   

Research into the use of e-cigarettes continues – if there were to be subordinate 
legislation in relation to use of e-cigarettes on NHS grounds, this would again have 
implications for our current bespoke signage re use of e-cigarettes on our grounds. 
 


